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Oral History of Nell Preece Evans
By Paul Randall Justice
Soc 432
Sociology of Appalachia
Dr. Ewen

Pa ul : O.K . just tell me your name and where you're from .
Ne l l: Nell Preece. Nellie N-E-L - L-I-E. But they call me Nell .
Paul: Right .
Nell: Inez , Kentucky. Martin Coun ty . And we lived up Middlefork,

on a

big farm. which my Grandparents own ed it. And I stayed alot with my
Grandparents, and I liked my Gran dpa very well, but my Grandma was the
boss . But they had money,

the money was . .. . before they ever come to

Midd l efork they lived on Wo l f Creek, no it was Coal Water, and they
raised cattle to make their money and go out in the hil l and dig
ginseng,

it was a little root vine that grew and brought good money,

it

was to ... it was to make medicine for the sick people, and they would
take it to town to the stores and sell it. Th ey'd lay it up on the roof
and let it dry out and take the top off the leaves to gets the root is
what they sold to make the medicine.
Paul: Talk about the Ch urch.
Nell: We went to the ..... We went to Ch urch, a l l of us ch i ldren , as we

grew up with my parents when we got older and I was ... uh ... married
before I was went in the Church and I .. . it was ... it was at Delbarton,
West Virginia and I lived up the road across the cree k from Lincoln
City, and I ... when I get older I went from home and went ... after I was
out of school and I wen t to ... to my older sister's and lived with them
awhile .. . uh . .. Ada, she had t wo da u ghters and a son. The son was ... lost
his li fe in a car acciden t when h e was nineteen years old. And he was
engaged to a beautiful girl . And he was buried at . . . buried at the Coal
Water on the cemetary wh ere his Grandparents l ived on his daddy's side,
Walter Stepp . Hi s name was Alonzo .
Paul : How many broth ers and sisters do you have?
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Nell: Nine sisters and . . . well I was eight and I made nine and three

brothers. Harvey, Arthur and Edward was their names. Edward was the
youngest, he was my morn's baby. He, when he grew up, he married a girl
up the road named June Cline, but they didn't get along and they
separated and divorced and now he lives somewhere ... maybe California.
And he don ' t come home very often. But my parents are gone now,

they

have already passed away.
Paul: What was it like when you went to Church?
Nell: Oh .. . yeah ... I really liked to go to Church ... yeah they ... like I

said they was seats on each side of the Church, the men on the one side
and the ladies on the ot her side and they sang and they .. . we only had
Church up til about ... uh ... one o'clock then they went home. And we had
people to go where there's home body to have lunch dinner .
Paul: What was it like when you ate meals, did the women and men eat

together?
Nell: They went to a big table,

they sat a table and the men usually eat

first then the women . . . then the children. They had a big homemade table ,
a big long homemade table and they had chairs on each side but the young
ones was at each end of the table.
Paul: What was your father like?
Nell: Oh, he was a minister, a preacher . He took care of the Chu rch as

long as he lived and he was eighty-two years o l d when he passed away .
And he ... his name was Martin Preece. And my mother's name was Creasy. My
grandmother was JoAnn and grandpa was Benjamin. They lived just down the
road next to the highway. We lived up the hollow a little ways.
Paul: How did your father provide clothes and shoes for you?
Nell: We was farmers we had to go to the cornfield and hoe corn and

plant beans and we ' had al l kinds of animals like horses, cows and hogs,
chickens, geese, ducks and turkeys. And we had to feed them all the corn
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and we, one time dad took a big field from some kind of a mill and made
u s all hoe. Arthur was my brother ... older than I . Arthur, me and two
younger sisters, Hattie and Halley, we all went to the cornfield
together and I think ... uh ... Lucy, Pearl and Celia were ... were to young
to go, they was at home with my mom made the garden and cook dinner, and
she had a big dinner bell up on a big po l e sat out beside the kitchen
porch a nd when dinner was ready she rang the big bell a nd we could hear
it. We'd lay our coats down and go to the house to eat dinner and we had
a hor se her name was Maude. She was a good ole horse, she had little
colts. And she would duck her h ead when the dinner bell rang . She knew
it was time to go, she was glad to go home and eat and then go back
after dinner and work until evening.
Paul: Did you wear shoes in the summer time?

Nell: Uh ... yeah . . . we wore them to school but ... uh ... and we had o l d
shoes, we had a better one, a better pair to wear to Church and when we
go .. . and we ... we had better clothes to wear when we went somewhere, but
at home we had to wear c l othes. I remember the first coat I had,

it was

a long black coat and it had tie in the side to the front and fur fake
collar on it. I liked that coat it was good and warm.
Paul : What was it like when you went to school?
Nell: We had to walk at first the road went up ... uh . .. a steep hill and

around the hillside and down to the Churc h and then later they built a
better road and we could walk to school ... through the ... on the good
road . And there was some boys in the school that was very mean,

they

done mean things.
Paul: Like what?
Nell: They'd get under the floor and try to look up the girl's dresses

and all that stuff '. His name was Charlie Crum and Jimmy. Jimmy was a
li tt le boy. His mother had died when he was a littl e fellow, and his
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aunt, his daddy's sister raised him. His name was Jimmy and the other
was Charlie. Charlie was the mean one. He done all the ... coaxed them all
into being mean. But he was out of a big fami l y and they had twelve
children and twins twice but each time the twins was a girl and the
little gir l s didn't live but t hey sti ll had the twelve children. But
they lived up the road up the hollow on a farm.
Paul: How much schooling did you have?
Nell: I just went to the sixth ... uh ... sixteenth grade.
Paul: Sixth grade.
Nell: Uh ... wait let's see . .. they taught up to the eighth grade and I

went to the sixth grade. Then is when I went home to help mother and go
out and pick the beans that she could cook 'em and have 'em ready when
school was out. And that was a real good meal for supper. Then when
grandpa ·passed away I and Hattie and Hallie had to take turns about
going down and spending the night with my grandmother and we would sleep
and when we went to bed ... uh ... one night we went to bed and her chickens
roosted in a little apple tree right out beside her window and somebody
come,

the mean boys back then wou ld steal chickens and take ' e m out and

roast ' em at night and get together and eat. Well that was way after
that,

that was Okey(Nell's husband)

told that tale.

Paul: What would you do for recreation like games and stuff?
Nell : We just played . .. uh . . . the boys played marbles and ball and we ' d go

to the ballgames and things like that and we had games we played, hold
hands and go around and around and when you get a little bit older
they ' d sing ... we ' d sing, if I could remember the song and they say many
a boy have I let go and then they'd put the ... two of the girls put their
arms around the boys then, and he'd step out of t he ring and then do
that til the game was over.
Paul: Were there any blacks in your school?
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Nell: Any fights ?
Paul: Blacks?
Nell: Oh no. No it was out in the country.
Paul: When was the first time that you saw a blac k person?
Nell: Oh, after I left home, who knows. When I want to live with

Ada(sister).
Paul: How old were you?

Nell: Sixteen past.
Paul: O.K. what verse?
Nell: Yeah,

23rd Psalm P-S-A-L-M . The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not

want. He maketh me to lay down in green pastures. He leadeth me beside
the still water. He restoreth my soul. He took thy staff fr om within me.
Jesus Christ protects me in front of mine enemies and I shall dwell in
the hou se of the Lord forever.
Paul: When did you join a Church? How o ld were you?
Nell: I think I wa s about thirty and I was married and I wa s living in

the old home after I had my first baby after I moved in the home and it
was a lit tle girl,

then I h ad two boys and a little girl,

the little one

was Von Ada. She is the one that is taking care of me now and I'm living
in her home til I get better, I had a stroke and I have poor circulation
in my feet and I take medicine from the doctor all the time and I'm
gettin' some better.
Paul: Tell me about Papaw Okey Evans(Nell's husband).
Nell: Oh, he was the minister of the . . . well they didn't call theirselves

ministers,

they was old fashi on ed they called themselves. And they was

one was the deacon but he was the main preacher, he took care of the
Church til he was 92 years old and as long as he lived but he got sick.
They had Churches ... United Baptist ... and they a l l got together in
September and had ourselves an association which all the corresponding
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Churches got togeth er and sometimes they ' d rent a big tent and have
seats all lined up, and then all the preachers from every Churc h would
be there and talk at that time and share and h ave a big dinner after
that. It was good to live for t h e Lord but it paid a price to bring the
chi l dren up,

the Bible says to bring them up in the way they shou l d go

and when they grow old t h ey will not depart from it and of course all
those chi l dren belon ged to the Church where my daddy was t h e preacher
and we was ... we liked our parents very much. The other gir l s got to go
many places that we wasn't allowed to go,

they was very strict on us,

like dances and parties, we didn't go. But we didn't mind after we was
old enough to know the difference .. . it was good t h ey was strict on us.
Paul: Were you strict on your kids?
Nell: Was I what?
Paul: Strict on you r kids?
Nell: Oh yes,

the Bible says and I believe it ' s the last in the,

it says

to ... spare not the rod a n d spoil the child. That means you must whip ' e m
and correct ' em.
Paul: Who did the discipline, you or Papaw?
Nell: My mother never did,

she pulled my hair one time . I was pestering

the other kids. But my daddy whipped me about two time s with a limb, oh
that was hard. The first time they dug a big hole in the ground and
buried their Irish potatoes and put hay on them to keep through the
winter and cover 'em like a big mound u p over 'em and then dig a hole on
one side and get the potatoes out in the winter time when
they . .. a nd ... then they was up the road , they had a garden up the road,
mom and dad was up there working and t hey sent me down to a well down
the road to get a j ug of water, i t was real hot weath er, and I was
standing there talking to an old gu y that l ived up there on the hill,
and he ... I didn't like him . .. and dad whipped me with a switch brough t in
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so slow and they was thirsty, wanting to drink the water, but I didn't
care I l et him whip me cause I didn't l ike that old gu y .
Paul: Did you and Papaw own a store?
Nell: Oh no we was kind of poor people.
Paul: No, no, no, did you own the store?
Nell: Oh yeah, you mean me and Okey?
Paul: Yes.
Nell: Oh yeah , we owned a store.
Paul: Tell me about that.
Nell: It was a ... Okey's parents lived up the road up to Lincoln City and

we went ... his mother bought him this lot downtown and h e had some
carpenters to build a house, a s torehouse on the ... and we l ived
downstairs and it was partitioned in t he other room, there was a b i g
door between and it was closed and we ... uh . .. rented that side for a dry
c leaner' s pickup, and I worked in there and I worked in the store a n d he
drove a school bus for about ... uh ... I forgot how many years, and I
stayed in the store whi le h e went on the school bus a nd at noon I'd come
up from the store and coo k dinner and go bac k and mak e him go up and eat
and he would lay down a nd t ake a nap before he went back on the sc h ool
bus and ... uh ... school was over at four o'clock in the evening, and we
were home then.
Paul: Did mom and Unc l e Bob and everybody wor k in the store?
Nell: Yes they did,

one time we went to Florida the first time, and

J.C . ( son) took care of the store . He had a friend called Earl Hanson
Bailey and they stayed in the store while we were gone and I had a
e l ectr i c frying pan and Ear l knocked it off and bro k e the g l ass l i d on
it ... but, uh .. . they grew up a n d wen t away, we sent them to sc h oo l. Bob
went to Florida Un ivers ity and J.C. went to West Virginia U. in
Morgantown, but Von a nd Bonna went to Marshall in Huntington. And Bob
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and J.C. was both went to college and was engineers . They had jobs, Bob
had a job with .. . with, uh ... Westingh ouse and J.C. had a job
with . . . uh ... with, uh ... I forgot ... with Bethleham Steel , and had their
families .
Pa u l: Who made the decisions, you or Papaw? Who was the boss?
Nell : He was. Of course, we was good to each other, we done what we was

supposed to do to be.
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Nell Preece Evans is 92 years of age. She was born on September 19, 1906. She
is an invalid who is bedfast . She has severe arthritis and ha s suffered from a
stro k e . Sh e h as a littl e trouble with speech but her memory i s very s h arp. She
is very lu ci d. She con siders herself a country g irl. In the inte rview, she
discusses family lif e and the wo r k that was involved while growing up as a
child , and also whil e raising h er own fa mily . Sh e is very religiou s and quot·es
verses from the Bible. Nell Preece Evans is my grandmother. My mother, Von Ada
Bannister cares for ''mamaw " at home in South Williamson, KY. I interviewed her
on 11 - 28-98.
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Oral History of Nell Preece Evans
By Paul Randall Justice
Soc 432
Sociology of Appalachia
Dr. Ewen

Nell Preece Evans is 92 years of age. She was born on September 19, 1906. She
is an invalid who is bedfast. She has severe arthritis and has suffered from a
stroke. She has a little trouble with speech but her memory is very sharp. She
is very lucid. She considers herself a country girl. In the interview, she
discusses family life and the work that was involved while growing up as a
child, and also while raising her own family. She is very religious and quotes
verses from the Bible. Nell Preece Evans is my grandmother. My mother, Von Ada
Bannister cares for "mamaw" at home in South Williamson, KY. I interviewed her
on 11- 2 8 - 9 8 .

Paul: O.K. just tell me your name and where you're from.
Nell: Nell Preece. Nellie N-E-L-L-I-E. But they call me Nell.
Paul: Right .
Nell: Inez, Kentucky. Martin County. And we lived up Middlefork, on a
big farm. which my Grandparents owned it. And I stayed alot with my
Grandparents, and I liked my Grandpa very well, but my Grandma was the
boss. But they had money, the money was .... before they ever come to
Middlefork they lived on Wolf Creek, no it was Coal Water, and they
raised cattle to make their money and go out in the hill and dig
ginseng, it was a little root vine that grew and brought good money, it
was to ... it was to make medicine for the sick people, and they would
take it to town to the stores and sell it. They'd lay it up on the roof
and let it dry out and take the top off the leaves to gets the root is
what they sold to make the medicine.

Paul: Talk about the Church.
Nell: We went to the ... . . We went to Church, all of us children, as we
grew up with my parents when we got older and I was ... uh ... married
before I was went in the Church and I ... it was ... it was at Delbarton,
West Virginia and I lived up the road across the creek from Lincoln
City, and I ... when I get older I went from home and went ... after I was
out of school and I went to ... to my older sister's and lived with them
awhile . . . uh ... Ada, she had two daughters and a son. The son was ... lost
his life in a car accident when he was nineteen years old. And he was
engaged to a beautiful girl. And he was buried at ... buried at the Coal
Water on the cemetary where his Grandparents lived on his daddy's side,
Walter Stepp. His name was Alonzo.

Paul: How many brothers and sisters do you have?
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Nell: Nine sisters and .. . well I was eight and I made nine and three
brothers . Harvey, Arthur and Edward was their names. Edward was the
youngest, he was my mom's baby. He, when he grew up, he married a girl
up the road named June Cline, but they didn't get along and they
separated and divorced and now he lives somewhere ... maybe California.
And he don't come home very often. But my parents are gone now, they
have already passed away.
Paul: What was it like when you went to Church?
Nell: Oh . .. yeah .. . I really liked to go to Church ... yeah they . . . like I
said they was seats on each side of the Church, the men on the one side
and the ladies on the other side and they sang and they .. . we only had
Church up til about . . . uh . .. one o'clock then they went home. And we had
people to go where there's home body to have lunch dinner.
Paul: What was it like when you ate meals, did the women and men eat
together?
Nell: They went to a big table, they sat a table and the men usually eat
first then the women . .. then the children. They had a big homemade table,
a big long homemade table and they had chairs on each side but the young
ones was at each end of the table.
Paul: What was your father like?
Nell: Oh, he was a minister, a preacher. He took care of the Church as
long as he lived and he was eighty-two years old when he passed away.
And he ... his name was Martin Preece. And my mother's name was Creasy. My
grandmother was JoAnn and grandpa was Benjamin. They lived just down the
road next to the highway. We lived up the hollow a little ways.
Paul: How did your father provide clothes and shoes for you?
Nell: We was farmers we had to go to the cornfield and hoe corn and
plant beans and we had all kinds of animals like horses, cows and hogs,
chickens, geese, ducks and turkeys. And we had to feed them all the corn
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and we, one time dad took a big field from some kind of a mill and made
us all hoe. Arthur was my brother ... older than I. Arthur, me and two
younger sisters, Hattie and Halley, we all went to the cornfield
together and I think . .. uh ... Lucy, Pearl and Celia were ... were to young
to go, they was at home with my mom made the garden and cook dinner, and
she had a big dinner bell up on a big pole sat out beside the kitchen
porch and when dinner was ready she rang the big bell and we could hear
it. We'd lay our coats down and go to the house to eat dinner and we had
a horse her name was Maude. She was a good ole horse, she had little
colts. And she would duck her head when the dinner bell rang. She knew
it was time to go, she was glad to go home and eat and then go back
after dinner and work until evening.

Paul: Did you wear shoes in the summer time?
Nell: Uh ... yeah ... we wore them to school but ... uh ... and we had old
shoes, we had a better one, a better pair to wear to Church and when we
go ... and we ... we had better clothes to wear when we went somewhere, but
at home we had to wear clothes. I remember the first coat I had, it was
a long black coat and it had tie in the side to the front and fur fake
collar on it. I liked that coat it was good and warm.

Paul: What was it like when you went to school?
Nell: We had to walk at first the road went up ... uh ... a steep hill and
around the hillside and down to the Church and then later they built a
better road and we could walk to school ... through the ... on the good
road. And there was some boys in the school that was very mean,

they

done mean things.

Paul: Like what?
Nell: They'd get under the floor and try to look up the girl's dresses
and all that stuff. His name was Charlie Crum and Jimmy. Jimmy was a
little boy . His mother had died when he was a little fellow, and his
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aunt, his daddy's sister raised him. His name was Jimmy and the other
was Charlie. Charlie was the mean one. He done all the . .. coaxed them all
into being mean. But he was out of a big family and they had twelve
children and twins twice but each time the twins was a girl and the
little girls didn't live but they still had the twelve children . But
they lived up the road up the hollow on a farm .

Paul: How much schooling did you have?
Nell: I just went to the sixth . .. uh ... sixteenth grade.
Paul: Si x th grade.
Nell: Uh ... wait let's s e e ... they taught up to the eighth grade and I
went to the sixth grade. Then is when I went home to help mother and go
out and pick the beans that she c ould c ook 'em and have ' em ready when
school was out. And that was a r e al good meal for supper. Then when
grandpa passed away I and Hattie and Hallie had to take turns about
going down and spending the night with my grandmother and we would sleep
and when we went to bed ... uh ... one night we went to bed and her chickens
r o osted in a little apple tree right out beside her window and somebody
come, the mean boys back then would steal chickens and take 'em out and
roast 'em at night and get together and eat. Well that was way after
that,

that was Okey(Nell's husband)

told that tale.

Paul: What would you do for recreation like games and stuff?
Nell: We just played . . . uh . . . the boys played marbles and ball and we ' d go
to the ballgames and things like that and we had games we played, hold
hands and go around and around and when you get a little bit older
they'd sing . .. we'd sing, if I could remember the song and they say many
a boy have I let go and then they'd put the . .. two of the girls put their
arms around the boys then, and he'd step out of the ring and then do
that til the game was over.

Paul: Were there any blacks in your school?
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Nell: Any fights?
Pa ul: Blacks?
Nell: Oh no. No it was out in the country.
Paul: When was the first time that you saw a black person?
Nell: Oh, after I left home, who knows. When I want to live with
Ada(sister).
Paul : How old were you?

Nell: Sixteen past .
Paul: O.K. what verse?
Nell: Yeah, 23rd Psalm P-S-A-L-M. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want. He maketh me to lay down in green pastures . He leadeth me beside
the still water. He restoreth my soul. He took thy staff from within me .
Jesus Christ protects me in front of mine enemies and I shall dwell in
the house of the Lord forever.
Pa ul: When did you join a Church? How old were you?
Nell: I think I was about thirty and I was married and I was living in
the old home after I had my first baby after I moved in the home and it
was a little girl, then I had two boys and a little girl, the little one
was Von Ada. She is the one that is taking care of me now and I'm living
in her home til I get better, I had a stroke and I have poor circulation
in my feet and I take medicine from the doctor all the time and I'm
gettin' some better.
Pa ul: Tell me about Papaw Okey Evans(Nell's husband).
Nell: Oh, he was the minister of the ... well they didn't call theirselves
ministers, they was old fashioned they called themselves. And they was
one was the deacon but he was the main preacher, he took care of the
Church til he was 92 years old and as long as he lived but he got sick .
They had Churches ... United Baptist ... and they all got together in
September and had ourselves an association which all the corresponding
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Churches got together and sometimes they'd rent a big tent and have
seats all lined up, and then all the preachers from every Church would
be there and talk at that time and share and have a big dinner after
that. It was good to live for the Lord but it paid a price to bring the
children up,

the Bible says to bring them up in the way they should go

and when they grow old they will not depart from it and of course all
those children belonged to the Church where my daddy was the preacher
and we was ... we liked our parents very much . The other girls got to go
many places that we wasn't allowed to go, they was very strict on us,
like dances and parties, we didn't go. But we didn't mind after we was
old enough to know the difference ... it was good they was strict on us .

Paul: Were you strict on your kids?
Nell: Was I what?
Paul: Strict on your kids?
Nell: Oh yes, the Bible says and I believe it's the last in the, it says
to ... spare not the rod and spoil the child. That means you must whip 'em
and correct 'em.

Paul: Who did the discipline, you or Papaw?
Nell: My mother never did, she pulled my hair one time. I was pestering
the other kids. But my daddy whipped me about two times with a limb, oh
that was hard. The first time they dug a big hole in the ground and
buried their Irish potatoes and put hay on them to keep through the
winter and cover 'em like a big mound up over 'em and then dig a hole on
one side and get the potatoes out in the winter time when
they ... and .. . then they was up the road, they had a garden up the road,
mom and dad was up there working and they sent me down to a well down
the road to get a jug of water, it was real hot weather, and I was
standing there talking to an old guy that lived up there on the hill,
and he ... I didn't like him ... and dad whipped me with a switch brought in

6

..

\

'

.
7

so slow and they was thirsty, wanting to drink the water, but I didn't
care I let him whip me cause I didn't like that old guy.
Paul: Did you and Papaw own a store?
Nell: Oh no we was kind of poor people.
Paul: No, no, no, did you own the store?
Nell: Oh yeah, you mean me and Okey?
Paul: Yes.
Nell: Oh yeah, we owned a store.
Paul: Tell me about that.
Nell: It was a ... Okey's parents lived up the road up to Lincoln City and

we went ... his mother bought him this lot downtown and he had some
carpenters to build a house, a storehouse on the ... and we lived
downstairs and it was partitioned in the other room, there was a big
door between and it was closed and we ... uh . . . rented that side for a dry
cleaner's pickup, and I worked in there and I worked in the store and he
drove a school bus for about ... uh ... I forgot how many years, and I
stayed in the store while he went on the school bus and at noon I'd come
up from the store and cook dinner and go back and make him go up and eat
and he would lay down and take a nap before he went back on the school
bus and ... uh ... school was over at four o'clock in the evening, and we
were home then.
Paul: Did mom and Uncle Bob and everybody work in the store?
Nell: Yes they did, one time we went to Florida the first time, and

J.C. (son) took care of the store. He had a friend called Earl Hanson
Bailey and they stayed in the store while we were gone and I had a
electric frying pan and Earl knocked it off and broke the glass lid on
it ... but, uh ... they grew up and went away, we sent them to school. Bob
went to Florida University and J.C. went to West Virginia U. in
Morgantown, but Von and Bonna went to Marshall in Huntington. And Bob

7

8

and J.C. was both went to college and was engineers. They had jobs, Bob
had a job with ... with, uh ... Westinghouse and J.C. had a job
with ... uh .. . with, uh ... I forgot .. . with Bethleham Steel, and had their
families.
Paul: Who made the decisions, you or Papaw? Who was the boss?
Nell: He was. Of course, we was good to each other, we done what we was
supposed to do to be.
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